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Summary

The main formal fisheries relations between the EU and ACP countries fall either within the
framework of the Cotonou agreement or within the framework for bilateral fisheries partnership
agreements (FPASs) between a single ACP country and the EU. The former are mostly funded
through the European Development Fund. The bilateral fisheries agreements form part of the
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) and provide the EU with security of fish supply, through EU
access to ACP resources. Through the financial contribution, they may support ACP countries’
efforts to implement sustainable exploitation of resources (particularly in terms of research and
control).

These ‘cash for access’ fisheries agreements raised a lot of criticisms, concerning the
sustainability of EU access to ACP resources, particularly in cases where resources are fully
exploited or even over-exploited, and where EU fishing activities lead to competition with the
local ACP sector for access to resources or markets. To answer these criticisms, the EU has
shifted towards FPAs, in which issues of sustainability are prominent. Related issues include the
WTO-compatibility of subsidies (which should be development-oriented in the partner country,
rather than to the EU industry), EU investments, particularly joint enterprises and vessel
transfers, and the importance of acting at a regional level. Different considerations take priority
in mixed fisheries and tuna fisheries.

Priority areas to be resolved in FPAs include access rights of EU fleets, data collection,
transparency, and monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) in the fight against illegal,
unregulated and unreported (IUU) fishing.

Constraints relate to commercial interests on the EU side, and where they may be a lack of
capacity on the ACP side to exploit their own resources in a sustainable manner. There are also
conflicts arising between the desire for bilateral cooperation and regional cooperation. Finally it
is important to ensure that FPAs are coherent with the EPAs currently being negotiated, as
studies show that EU access to ACP resources impact on the ACP capacity to trade fish.
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. The various types of ACP-EU fisheries relations

1.1 Fisheries-sector cooperation within the framewo rk of the Cotonou
Agreement
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2. The EU’s interests in signing fisheries agreemen  ts
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3. From ‘cash for access’ agreements to partnership

S

From ACP-EU fisheries agreements (FAs) to fisheries partnerships (FPAs): main

changes

Main
elements

FAs

FPAs

EU fleet
operations

Financial
contribution
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Scientific
cooperation

Seafarers’
employment

Provisions for
investments

Ex-ante
evaluations
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4. Issues arising from ACP-EU fisheries partnership
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4.1 Regionalisation/harmonisation of FPAs
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4.2 Conditions of access to ACP resources
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4.2.2 Estimation of the fishing effort
! I 4
*(¢ "l !
I I
! !
] ] i (

agreements



ACP-EU fisheries relations; FPAs

Executive brief

October 2008

TCTA

I I N
I I
1
| 1 & 11
6 ,CA ! !
4.2.3 Catch reporting
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4.3 Definition of the financial contribution
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5.2. The strategic importance of joint enterprises for the EU
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for the ACP countries
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5.3. The strategic importance of joint enterprises
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7. Monitoring, control and surveillance: a priority in ACP-EU

fisheries relations
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8. Constraints to be addressed in the FPAs
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9. Coherence between FPAs and EPAs
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CTA

aunched by CTA (Technical Centre for Agricultural

and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU) in 2001, Agritrade

aims to create or heighten awareness of the critical

issues and deadlines involved in international

agricultural negotiations and those concerning the fisheries sector.
It provides regularly updated information on the progress of
ACP-EU negotiations on EPAs and on the developments of WTO
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comments and analyses from an ACP perspective.

CTA has been created in 1983 in the framework of Lomé
Convention between ACP (African, Caribbean, Pacific) and
EU (European Union) countries. Since 2000, the Centre
operates under the ACP-EU Cotonou Agreement. CTA’s tasks
are to develop and provide services that improve access to
ever-changing information for agricultural and rural
development, and to strengthen the capacity of ACP countries to

produce, acquire, exchange and use information in this area.

For more Postal Address:
information: CTA

Postbus 380
CTA: 6700 A] Wageningen
http://www.cta.int The Netherlands

Telephone: +31 (0) 317 467100
Agritrade: Fax: +31 (0) 317 460067

Web: http://agritrade.cta.int E-mail: cta@cta.int

Email: agritrade@cta.int

Visiting address:
Agro Business Park 2
Wageningen

The Netherlands

Brussels Branch Office:
CTA

Rue Montoyer, 39

1000 Bruxelles

Belgium

Telephone: +32 (0) 2 5137436
Fax: +32 (0) 2 580868



